Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.079; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.3.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [Ag(C 9 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ]-NO 3 , contains one complete [Ag(C 9 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ] + cation and two half-cations (with the other halves generated through inversion) and two NO 3 À anions. Each Ag I ion shows a linear AgN 2 coordination. The ions are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Ag(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In the crystal structure, the ionic units are linked through N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) Experimental Silver nitrate (0.5 mmol, 0.085 g) and 2-phenylimidazole (0.5 mmol, 0.041 g) in water (20 mmol) was heated at 435 K for 2 d. Then the mixture was slowly cooled to room temperature to obtain colourless single crystals of the title compound (yield: 39%).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (N-H = 0.86 Å and C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. [Symmetry codes: 
Special details
